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1 Introduction

We describe the state of the art in the computational complexity of natural polynomials,
e.g. symmetric functions, determinant, matrix multiplication. The model we consider is
that of arithmetic circuits over infinite fields which is believed to be easier to handle than
that of finite fields or of the Boolean ring. We present some techniques, results and open
problems. The interested reader is referred to a book by Biirgisser et al. [4] and to two
survey papers [24, 28].

2 Preliminaries and Upper Bounds

We only consider computation of polynomials over fields F of ch(F) = 0 which will be
either the rationals Q or the complex numbers C. Before we formally define the model, let
us begin with a simple example. Assume we want to compute the univariate polynomial
z? Let S(z%) be the minimal size of such a computation. Then, S(z%) ~ logd because
we can multiply x by itself and then multiply the result by itself and so on. After |logd|
steps we have all the polynomials z, z2, 2%, . .., 22"** and now we can multiply a subset
of them in order to reach xz¢. The total number of steps is at most 2logd, or in other

words, S(z¢) < 2logd.

Definition 2.1 Given n input polynomials x1,Zs,...%,, a computation (or a circuit)
of size s of the k polynomials y1,ya, .. .Yk 1S a Sequence gi, g, ..., qs where g; = x; for
1=1,....,n and gp_k—14; =y; fort=1,..., k. The polynomial g; for k > n is the result
of one of the following operations over two polynomials g;, g; where i < j < k. It can
either be a linear combination g, = og; + Bg; for a, B € F or a multiplication g = g; - g;-
We denote by S(P) the size of the shortest calculation of a set of polynomials P.
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Note that we define the size as the number of operations and we are not interested in
the size of the polynomials themselves.

Definition 2.2 The depth of a computation is the longest path between an input and an
output in the tree underlying the computation. We denote by D(P) the minimal depth of
a computation of P.

The measure of depth is interesting since a low depth indicates a highly parallel com-
putation. In the computation of the univariate polynomial ¢ described above, the depth
is around logd and therefore D(z?) < O(logd). By considering the degree of the inter-
mediate polynomials, it can be seen that both the size and the depth of a computation
of z¢ cannot be much lower than log d.

Open Proble 2. Whatis S( ¢ ((z 1))

It can be seen that if S( ¢ ;(x 1)) = (logd) ! then factoring integers isin P .

ine r Oper tor We now consider the computation of x where isafixedn n

matrix and x = (1,2,...,%,). That is, we want to find y = =z, or, y; = ;¢ =

; #%j- It can be shown that there exists ~ such that S( ) c¢-n® (actually, almost
all matrices  satisfy this property). owever,

Open Proble 2.  ind an explicit matri  such that S( ) n (even S( ) > n is
interesting).

or certain matrices this computation is known to be easier. or example, consider the
iscrete ourier Transform matrix

D =

where = 2™ in the nth complex root. ere, S(D ) < O(nlogn) by using the
computation known as the ast ourier Transform [ |. It was shown by  orgenstern [14]
that this is tight assuming that the addition operations in the computation are limited
to gr = ag; + Bg; with o, f < 1.

The D matrix is a special case of the andermonde matrix

NN N

()= 1 -

where = (1, 2,..., n)- The andermonde transformation can be computed in
O(nlog® n) operations [1, ,4]. houp and molensky [1 ] showed that at least (nlogn)
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operations are required to compute the andermonde matrix with the assumption that the
computation is of depth O(logn) (a similar lower bound applies to any poly-logarithmic
depth circuit). ne should note that their lower bound assumes that the values 1,..., ,
are algebraically independent. That is, the circuit is assumed not to use any relations
between the values 1,..., ,. Notice that a trivial (n?) lower bound holds if the matrix
contains n? algebraically independent values. Nevertheless, their result is interesting be-
cause they show an (nlogn) lower bound with only n algebraically independent values.

Open Proble 2. howthatS( ()) = (nlogn) (with no assumption on the depth).

Itipli tion o Pol no il onsider two polynomials z = z() = ,z;°
and y = y() = v ° given as a sequence of coe cients = ,Z1,...,%4,Y ,Y1,---,Yd
where d denotes the degree. Adding the two polynomial can be done with exactly
d + 1 addition operations, S(z +y) = d + 1. But what about computing the multi-
plication zy It can be done with d? operations by computing each coe cient sepa-
rately. We can improve it as follows. hoose any 2d + 1 values ..., 94 and calculate
z( ), ., 2( 24),y( )y...,y( 24). By performing 2d 4+ 1 multiplications, we obtain an
evaluation of x - y in these 2d + 1 values, (z - y)( ;) = z( ) - y( ;). Now, since z -y is
a polynomial of degree 2d, we can interpolate x - y from its evaluation in 2d + 1 values.
That is, finding each coe cient requires the addition of the 2d + 1 evaluations with an
appropriate choice of coe cients.

The computation described above is a three step process. irst, we changed the repre-
sentation of the polynomials x and y. Then we multiplied them and finally we returned
to the original coe cient representation. omputing the multiplication in the second
step is very fast, only 2d + 1 multiplications.  hanging the representations, however,
can take O(d?) operations because each evaluation operation requires d operations. This

can be improved by choosing the points ; = 2 % 241 a5 our evaluation points. Now,
changing the representation takes only dlogd by using the ast ourier Transform and

we conclude that S(z - y) < dlogd.

tri Itipli tion iventwon nmatrices, , ,whatisS( - )  bviously,
the product of two matrices can be computed in n steps. After many attempts to show
that n is optimal had failed, trassen [21] showed a more e cient way of calculating the
product. The idea is the following. iven two 2 2 matrices

Ty
c d ’

the multiplication of them can be computed with multiplications instead of 8 (though at
the cost of more additions). The same method can be applied recursively by representing

each n n matrix as four § % matrix. The resulting computation is of size O(n ) <



O(n? '). urrently, the best bound is O(n?® ) (due to oppersmith and Winograd | ]).

Open Proble 2. What is the best bound on the computation of matri multiplication
Is it O(n?)

Dire t An interesting corollary of the improved matrix multiplication computa-
tion is the following. iven m vectors !, z?%,...,2" and a fixed n n matrix , we want to
compute z',..., z". By performing each calculation separately using the computation

described earlier we obtain an O(n ) computation. Notice however that this computation
is actually a matrix multiplication and can therefore be performed using only S( - )
arithmetic operations. Therefore, the cost of performing n identical computations on n
di erent inputs is less than n times the cost of performing ust one computation. In other
words, the direct sum condition fails for arithmetic circuits.

erifi tiono tri Itipli tion A related problem is the following decision
problem given , and |, does equal - It is not known whether this problem
is easier. With the use of randomization, however, this decision problem can be solved
with high probability in O(n?) [ ]. The details of the proof and the following two simple
exercises are left to the reader.

er i e 2. how that squaring a matri 1is as hard as multiplying two matrices.

erie2 howthatS( 1+ 2-...- ) <S( - )-dandS( ) <S( - )-logd.

Deter in nt omputing the determinant of a matrix can be performed in O(n )
arithmetic steps. The idea is to use a aussian elimination which brings the matrix to a
lower triangular form without changing its determinant. omputing the determinant of
a lower triangular form consists of simply multiplying the elements of the diagonal. The

aussian elimination should be done without divisions since division is not an elementary
operation. The details are left to the reader as an exercise. We can also use the following
result of trassen

eore 2. 2 ny computation that uses divisions can be transformed into a
computation that does not use divisions with a polynomial increase in size.

The best known computation of the determinant is based on matrix multiplication and
hassize S( - ) [2 ]

Another interesting aspect of computing the determinant is the shortest depth of the
computation. ecall that the depth is the longest path from an input to an output. By
using the method outlined above, the depth is D(D ) < O(n?). The best known
result is that D(D ) < (logn)? [ ,2 ]. oreover, this computation is still done with
S( - ) arithmetic operations.



This result is a special case of a more general result that relates the depth of computing
any polynomial to its degree

eore 2.1 2 ny polynomial size circuit that computes a multivariate polyno
mial  can be transformed into an equivalent circuit of depth at most (log S( ))-log(d g ).

or example, this result translates to D(D ) < O((logn)?) since the determinant is a
polynomial of degree n and S(D ,) is polynomial. A similar relation is not believed to
hold in the model of computation over finite fields.

o er Bounds

onotone ir it any lower bounds for arithmetic circuit complexity are based
on some assumptions that restrict the power of the computation. or example, we have
already mentioned that not allowing divisions does not make the computation much
longer. We might also consider monotone computations. These are computations that
are not allowed to use negative coe cients (this makes sense when F =Q or F = ). That
is, the addition operation is only gy = ag; + Bg; where «, 8 are two positive reals. Note
that monotone computations are limited to polynomials whose coe cients are positive.
xponential lower bounds are known in the model of monotone circuits for some explicit
functions such as the permanent of a matrix. Namely, errum and nir [10] (also [1 ])
have shown that S (P ,) 2" where S denotes the size of the shortest monotone
computation. There are also some lower bounds on the depth of a monotone computation.
or example, hamir and nir show in [18] that D ( 1+ o-...- 4) (logn)(logd)
for d n  n matrices. This implies a similar lower bound for D (%) since a simple
argument shows that multiplying d matrices can be done by calculating ¢ for a certain
matrix . A lower bound of D (Sy ¢) (logn)(logd) is shown in [18] where Sy ¢ =

n n

i = x. This lower bound does not hold in the non-monotone case since there
exists a depth logn computation of Sy ¢ (this is implied by a result of Ben- r that

appears later).

on o t ti e ir it Another possible restriction is the non-commutative
model. ere, we assume that our variables are not commutative, that is, z; - zo does not
necessary equal z5 - 1. This model is considered in a paper by Nisan [1 |. or example,
it is shown that D (D ,) = (n) where D (D ,) denotes the minimum depth of a
non-commutative computation of the determinant (with some order on the variables in
the monomials).

Open Proble 1 ind an e plicit function for which there e ists no polynomial size
computation in the non commutative model.



In the following, we consider lower bounds without any restrictions on the type of oper-
ations allowed. All known lower bounds are based on the idea of a progress measure. A
progress measure is a function that is applied to intermediate states of the computation.
While we will see di erent progress measures, they all share the same three properties.
The initial value (of inputs) is low, the final value (of outputs) is high, and the increase by
each elementary operation is low. The method of progress measures is used in virtually
all the lower bounds for both the arithmetic and the Boolean computation complexity.
The limited power of this method was shown by azborov and udich [1 ]. Namely, they
show that this method cannot prove superpolynomial lower bounds for general circuits
in the Boolean case (assuming one-way functions exist). An interesting open questions is
whether a similar result holds for the arithmetic case.

1 ebr i eo etr The lower bound we consider now is based on algebraic
geometry. We assume we operate over the complex numbers. We define the de-
gree of a set of polynomials hi,...,h; as the number of a ne linear forms q,...,
that must be added so as to maximize the finite number of solutions to the equations
hi =c¢1,...,hgy = cx, 1 =0,..., = 0 where c¢y,...,c; are any constants. or example,
the degree of y x? + 1 is 2 since by adding y = 0 we have a finite number of solutions,
i.e., two solutions. The polynomial y 22 can be seen to have the same degree by adding
the a ne linear form y = 1. The polynomial y ¢ has degree d since we can add y = 1

and the d solutions are z = 1, 2¢4¢ . . 2id-1 d

y; x4 ™ | has degree d" since we can add y; = 1 for all 4 and a solution is given by

choosing one of the d roots of unity to each of the x;.
The lower bound we show is S(z{,24,...,2%) nlogd. Notice that it is essentially

tight. By using the last example of the previous paragraph, we see that the degree of the

imilarly, the set of polynomials

output polynomials is n¢. In addition, d g(x1, %o, -..,x,) is 1. We only have to show that
the progress made by the computation in each step is small. Let = g¢y,¢9,...,9 be
the set of first polynomials in the computation. If g .1 = ag; + Bgx then d g( 4+1) =
d g( ) because an assignment to the variables is a solution to i it is a solution
to ;1. When multiplying two polynomials, a corollary of Bezout s theorem [8, I. ,
Thm. . ] says that d g( 1) < 2d g( ). Therefore, the progress measure increases
by a factor of at most 2 in each step and hence the size of the computation is at least
logd g(z¢,z3,...,2%) =nlogd. In general,

eore 2 22 S(q,..., k) logd g( 1,---, &)

This lower bound is tight for many important set of polynomials. Note that by itself, this
method cannot yield a non-trivial lower bound for a single polynomial.

P rti 1Deri ti e Assume we are given a computation of a multivariate polynomial
€ Flzy,29,...,2 | of degree n and we want to compute the partial derivative — as



well. This can be done by computing the partial derivative of every polynomial g; along
the computation. or example, if ¢ = ¢ - g4 then we compute the partial derivative of
g as — = — - g4+ — - g . The size of the computation increases by a constant factor.

ollowing the same method, we can calculate all ~ partial derivatives with an increase
in size by a factor of . wurprisingly, Baur and trassen showed that this can be done
without increasing the size of the computation by more than a constant factor

eore . 2 S(—,...,—/)< S()

A simpler proof can be found in [1 |. An improved result that does not increase the depth
of the computation by more than a constant factor can be found in [11].

onsider the computation of as a sequence of polynomials g;,..., ¢
where g, = is the output of the computation and ¢4, . .., g, are the inputs. The compu-
tation of all the partial derivatives of is performed as follows. Assume we can compute
— given ——, ..., —. Then, we append the computation of ——, ——, ... — to the
computation of . The last n polynomials in this sequence are the partial derivatives of

We claim that given ——, ..., — we can compute —. onsider all the appearances
of g; in the computation of . ay it appearsing ,...,9 where ,..., ;€ i+
1,...,s . Then,

k
g

9% ., 9 9

According to our assumption, — is given. omputing — iseasy ifg is an addition
of the form ag; + Sg then the partial derivative is .  therwise, if ¢  is a multiplication
of g; and g then the partial derivative is g .

Notice that the number of operations performed while computing the partial derivative
with respect to a polynomial g; is at most twice the number of times g; is used in the
original computation after its computation (that is, its fan-out ). The sum of the fan-
out of all the intermediate polynomials is the number of edges in the computation tree
which is at most twice the size of the original computation. Therefore, the total number of
operations is at most 441 = times the number of operations in the original computation.
[ |

The importance of this result is that it allows us to derive many lower bounds on

computing single polynomials. or example, consider S(z¢+ 23+ ...+2z¢). This function

might be considered simpler than S(z¢,z4,..., 2%

) since instead of computing each of the
powers separately we only have to compute the sum of them. The result of the previous
paragraphs, however, shows that S(z¢+z¢+...+2¢) L1S(z{~! 2471, ... 2¢1) which is
at least nlogd as we have previously seen. Another surprising corollary is that inversion

is not harder than the determinant. Namely, 1S( ~!) < S(D ,) because according to



ramer s rule, Z-;1 = —— - ——. We can also lower bound the size of a computation
of a bilinear form. Namely, S(y ) 1S( z) because the vector =z is the vector of

the partial derivatives of y x according to y1,..., Yn-
Open Proble .  rove (or disprove) that S(y z)= (S( z)) over a finite eld.

The result in the previous paragraphs shows that the size of computing the first partial
derivatives of a multivariate polynomial is at most a constant factor more than that of
the multivariate polynomial itself. Naturally, we also consider the second order partial
derivatives.

Open Proble . et (z1,...,Zn,Y1,--.,Y ) be a function of n+  wvariables. Is it
true that S(——) < O(S( ) +n?)

An exercise to the reader is to show that if the statement above is true then multiplication
of two n n matrices can be performed by a computation of size O(n?).

nbo n e nin ir it We generalize the definition of a computation by
allowing unbounded fan-in. That is, addition operations are any linear combination of the
polynomials of the lower level and the multiplication operations can include any number
of polynomials. We are interested in showing lower bounds for constant depth circuits
(notice that such circuits are trivial without the unbounded fan-in assumption). When
the depth is limited to 2, exponential lower bounds can be easily shown by considering
an irreducible polynomial with an exponential number of monomials. Therefore, we
consider depth computations. Notice that we can transform any computation into a
computation in which addition operations only use the results of multiplication operations
and multiplication operations only use the results of addition operations. This increases
the size of depth computations by a polynomial factor. Thus, there are two possible
types of computations. In a computation the first level includes multiplication
operations, the second level includes addition operations and the last level includes one
multiplication that provides the output. Lower bounds for computations can be
shown by taking an irreducible polynomial with an exponential number of monomials
and noticing that the last multiplication operation does not help. The second type of
computation is where the first level includes addition operations, the second level
includes multiplication operations and the last level includes one addition that provides
the output. This is the simplest non-trivial case and still, no exponential lower bounds
are known

Open Proble . ind an e plicit function which cannot be computed by a polynomial
size circutt with unbounded fan in.

d

A natural candidate for an exponential lower bound is the polynomial Sy ¢ =

i n x.  ver finite fields there exists an exponential lower bound on the



size of its calculation. urprisingly, a result of Ben- r shows that S  (Sy ¢) < n?
which means that for this polynomial the arithmetic model is stronger than the Boolean
one. The ideais based on the polynomial g( ) = 7 ( +z;)= Sy %(z) "% om-
puting it can be done in an arithmetic circuit of depth two by adding to each of the x; s
in parallel and then multiplying them all. We can also perform a depth 2 computation of
9(1),---9( ny1) for n+1 constants 1,..., ,41 by performing the same computation n+1
times in parallel. Now, by taking a linear combination of the polynomials g( 1),...g( »)
f "~4 which is exactly the output polynomial Sy 9(z).

we can interpolate the coe cient o ot

Ben- rs computation uses intermediate polynomials of degree n although the final
polynomial is of degree d. The following result of Nisan and Wigderson shows that this
is necessary’

eore . 1 or computations whose intermediate polynomials are of degree at
mostd, S (Sy %) [, 27

n

This lower bound is exponential for, say, d =n 8 since " 27" 1ntom =2n

As mentioned earlier, we can assume that the computation is of type
We define the dimension di of a set of polynomials  as the number of linearly
independent polynomials in . Also, for a set of variables S = z;,...x; let — be
. The progress measure used to show this lower is the dimension of the set of

all partial derivatives of a polynomial, that is, — S . enote this set by
li . The following two properties of the progress measure hold
di ( i Z) < idi i

di ()< di i

The first property follows from the observation that ;, i is spanned by the
union of ; for all 2. The proof of the second property is as follows.  onsider the

product , ; ; over the variables = Zi,...,Tp, . Let ; ; be a set of linearly
independent polynomials, ,; = dz ;- onsider theset = g¢1-...-9, ¢ € ;.
bviously, < 1 8= 4 adi i~ We claim that any polynomial in is a
linear combination of elements of . Without loss of generality, consider where
S = x1,...,x; . It can be seen that,
1% et N 1

Int eir a er,t eyuseaso e atstron erassu tion. A olyno ialissaidto e o o eneous
en all its ono ialsareoft esa ede ree aco wutationis o o eneous enallt e olyno ials
t ata earint eco wutationare o o eneous. eyassu edt att eco utationis o o enous.
is as otivated y aresultt at s o st at any co wutation can e turned into a o o enous
co utation it t eincreaseoft ede t yafactorof lo ere ist ede reeoft e olyno ial
co uted a earsi licitly in , see . isincreaseint e de t is con ectured to e necessary.



where the sum is over all the partitions of S into Sy,...,S . By substituting each —

with a linear combination of elements of ; we get that is a linear combination

of elements of . ]
We can now consider the behavior of this progress measure on a circuit. The
lowest level contains only variables and therefore the dimension is 2 ( z; = ;,1,0 ).

After the addition operations of the lowest level, the dimension is still 2 because all the
polynomials are sums of variables and therefore their partial derivatives are all 1 or 0 in
addition to the polynomial itself. In the next level we multiply subsets of polynomials
from the previous level. According to our assumption, the highest degree we encounter is
not more than that of the output, i.e., not more than d. Therefore, the multiplications are
of at most d polynomials and according to the second property of the progress measure,
the dimension increases to at most 2¢. The last operation is an addition operation. ere,
according to the first property, we must take at least 27¢-di Sy 9 polynomials in
order to reach the dimension of the output (di Sy 2).

n

i . di Sy ¢ .

d

-vector that includes all the partial derivatives for sets

d

onsider the ",
S of size d 2. By the definition of Sy ¢

n?

is exactly Sy an_ for a set S of size d 2.

onsider the matrix *, 4o matrix indexed by sets of size d 2 such that =1
if S = and zero otherwise. This is a nonsingular matrix (e.g. [12, pp. 22-2 ]) and
it can be seen that = where isthe d"2 -vector that includes the monomial z
in position . Therefore, the dimension of is ', . [ ]
The completes the proof of Theorem . . [ ]

hpilka and Wigderson [20] show lower bounds without assuming that the intermediate
polynomials are of degree at most d. or example, they show that S (Sy %) d(n d).
This is essentially tight since Ben- r s result is an circuit of size O(n?) for computing
the symmetric polynomial. The idea is to note that in the above proof the only assumption
we used is that the fan-in in the second level is bounded by d. n the other hand, we
know that if the fan-in is large, the circuit must be large too. ence, we can assume that
the number of multiplication gates with large fan-in in not too large. Next, we eliminate
the multiplication gate with large fan-in by zeroing one of their inputs. ince an input

to a multiplication gate is a sum of variables, this can be done by satisfying an a ne

d

linear constraint. To complete the proof, one has to show that the dimension of Sy ¢

remains high in the a ne subspace to which we are restricted.
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