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How do things hold up? What are the geometric ideas that are involved? One of the principles
can be seen with simple models, where sticks are suspended in mid-air with inextendable
cables. These were called tensegrities by Buckminster Fuller, because they had tensional
integrity. The sticks, called struts, are in compression, and the cables are in tension. The
rigidity of these structures can be understood in terms of three concepts, local rigidity, global
rigidity, and universal rigidity, which will be explained. Several hands-on models will be
available, and the audience will be encouraged to build their own tensegrities.
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