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   The prospect of a visit from an architect usually costs 
Professor Veblen a day's work and a night's sleep.... 
He is a most excellent person, but the word 'building' or 
'farm' has an intoxicating effect upon him.

                  — Abraham Flexner to Herbert Maass,
                      15  December 1937





   Institutes like nations are perhaps happiest if they have no 
history.
                         —Abraham Flexner, 13 April 1936

   Professor Lowe has suggested that we make available for 
sale a picture postcard of the Institute.  The School of 
Historical Studies thinks this a good idea provided the 
picture is not too revealing of what the Institute really looks 
like. Do you concur?
           
                          —J. Robert Oppenheimer, 5 January 1954

 The Institute is like a cat: it pees and then puts sand over it.
 
                           —Jose Cutleiro,  March 2003
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—Oswald Veblen to Simon Flexner, 
    23 February 1924

   The way to make another step forward... is to 
found and endow a Mathematical Institute. The 
physical equipment of such an institute would be 
very simple: a library, a few offices, and lecture 
rooms, and a small amount of apparatus such as 
computing machines...
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...such institution shall be located in the vicinity of 
Newark, New Jersey upon lands which we may 
convey or devise to it for that purpose, or, failing 
which, upon such lands as it may acquire for that 
purpose in such location...

                        — Founder’s letter, 1930







[Veblen to Flexner, 19 June 1931]



      If you can resist all temptations to do the other good things 
that might be attempted, your adventure will be a success.
      It is the multiplicity of its purposes that makes an American 
University such an unhappy place for a scholar.  Instead of 
being a haven within which one can seek to develop his ideas 
in the company of other like-minded people, it is a kind of a 
market place where all kinds of enterprises are exhibited and 
where the particular enterprise of scholarship is generally on 
the defensive....
  



      I think that salaries should be much higher than the present 
scale.  The highest that I have heard of was $20,000 plus a house. 
This was refused by the Physicist to whom it was offered....
      The location of your Institute should be such that your group of 
scholars should be one of several cultural groups.  It should never 
be too large.  Otherwise scope would be given for “organization” 
and the failures we know so well.  If money for too large an 
Institute should be available, let there be 2,3,...n institutes, all 
separate!...
    So I come back to the suggestion that Princeton is in 
“the vicinity of Newark”...
             
                             



[9 December 1931]





     We are going to have a mathematical building here which will be 
dedicated to the memory of Professor Fine, whom you doubtless 
remember from your visit in Princeton.  In one of the rooms there is 
to be an inscription over the fireplace, and we have thought that a 
remark which I heard you make when you were here in Princeton 
would be suitable.  The remark is as follows:  

        “Raffiniert ist der Herr Gott aber boshaft ist er nicht.”  
  It was your reply when someone asked you if you thought that 

Miller's results would be verified.  I've always supposed that the 
remark was an original epigram made on the spur of the moment, 
but there is a possibility that it was a quotation.  Would you mind 
telling me if this is the case?  

                       — Veblen to Einstein, 17 April 1930







      I did not cable to Lefschetz for Alexander’s address, as you 
suggested, because I felt that he would make a pretty shrewd guess 
as to why I wanted it... Weyl seems almost as enthusiastic as I am 
about your enterprise.  The point that he emphasizes most is the 
desirability of having younger men in the group.  The names that he 
and I principally discussed, after Lefschetz, Alexander, and Morse, 
were Dirac, Artin, and Alexandroff, all under 35.  We both admire 
Miss Noether intensely — she is 50 but still improving, — and think 
Wiener a serious candidate.... For the next group, Assistant 
Professors, we mentioned the names, Albert, Douglas, Gödel, 
Gelfant.  For a still younger group, Duren, Whitney, McShane.  Later I 
thought of Stone, Whitehead, Bohnenblust as possibilities for A.P. or 
higher posts....
                                        —Veblen to Flexner, 5 June 1932









   Flexner wrote me that you are going to try to expedite 
the Weyl decision....  Yesterday there came another 
message from Weyl, via Zurich, saying that conditions 
have been getting worse since he went back to 
Goettingen after his last visit to Zurich.  He would like to 
get away from Germany “today rather than tomorrow.”  

             —Veblen to Aydelotte, 4 August 1933





   Everybody who wants a teacher of mathematics 
comes shopping to Princeton, just as the people who 
know what they are after go to L. Bamberger & 
Company in Newark...

      —Flexner to Bamberger (in Arizona) 15 March 1935



[Abraham Flexner 26 September 1931]











[Julian Huxley to Abraham Flexner, 11 December 1932]

    The reason I ventured to butt in at all was that in talking to 
Veblen I got the impression that the general policy of the new 
Institute was still largely undetermined... One thought I have 
had for some time is of a place whose prime function should be 
the application of the mathematical method in every possible 
field--of course this has been very largely done in the physical 
sciences; but in biology (biometry, evolution theory, genetics, 
certain aspects of physiology, ecology, population studies) it is 
clear that much could be done... 















    The Institute should have, if possible, a large plot of land.  
Personally I am inclined to think that we are likely to make the 
mistake of getting too small a piece, rather than too large a 
piece.  So far as I know, there is no educational institution in 
the United States which has not in the beginning made the 
mistake of acquiring too little rather than too much land... I 
think that any institution which becomes a part of a community 
like this one, has a duty to contribute something to the 
amenities of the place.  This would be accomplished if the 
Institute owned a sufficiently large plot of land, which would 
thus be kept free from objectionable intruders...  

                                  —Veblen to Flexner, 12 April 1934







    If we are going to have inflation would it 
not be well to speed up the land question?  
At least two of the proposed sites seem 
good to me... 

            —Veblen to Flexner, 13 March 1933



[29 October 1935]



     I have walked over the new property of the Institute several 
times since there has been a hard crust on top of the snow.  
This enables one to explore the woods down near the brook 
much better than one will be able to after the ground gets soft 
again...

                   —Veblen to  Aydelotte, 13 February 1936
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   The science that they speak of is the science of cold newsprint, 
the crater-marked logical core, the page that dares not be wrong, 
the monstrosity of machines....  It is science without its penumbra or 
its radiance, science after birth, without intimations of immortality. 
The creative scientist lives in "the wildness of logic" where reason is 
the handmaiden and not the master.  I shun all monuments that are 
coldly legible....

                                 —Marston Morse, 8 October 1950





— Marston Morse to F. Aydelotte, 5 June 1941
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